
  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Welcome to my 1
st
 President’s Prattle. I look forward 

to my year as President of the Combined Probus Club 

of Narellan for 2013... I will do my best and I ask for 

your support and help to make this a happy, fun and 

productive time for us all. Welcome to the Executive 

and Committee. 

 

We have certainly started the year with a busy 

calendar. Jeanette Jackson’s Liverpool Quota’s 

International Women’s Day breakfast. Mary’s craft 

have started Christmas items, and the other interest 

groups have set their calendars for the year. Margaret 

R’s  “Walk” Well what can I say? 23 lively souls 

trekked thru the wilds of the bush, dodging branches, 

wading thru and around water and mud covered tracks, 

avoiding snakes, being bitten by large jumping ants,  

swatting mosquitoes and being eaten by leaches. No 

we were not trekking Kokoda we were walking around 

Thirlmere Lakes. All in a day’s fun! Then enjoyed a 

picnic under the shade of the trees. What a day, FUN, 

lots of laughs and good company. 

 

What a great show Hairspray was. As good as any you 

would see in Sydney. Driving Miss Daisy fabulous.  

We have had so much happening in March and a lot 

more in April. I encourage you all to read your 

NEWSLETTER each month so you don’t miss out on 

anything. A lot of work by Dorothy Fogarty goes into 

producing the newsletter along with everyone who 

submits their info for it.  

 

The Armidale trip. What a great time, as usual well 

organized by Peter and enjoyed by all. Read all about 

it in the newsletter. 

 

I encourage all members to take advantage of what is 

offered by our Probus Club. A lot of people put a lot of 

work into their various activities, and whilst not 

everything suites everybody please look and see if you 

would like to participate in something.  You will be 

made most welcome. Our club is only as good as our 

members in it.  

 

Quote:  Life is really simple, but we insist on making it 

complicated. 

 Confucius. 

 

Joyce Reilly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2012/2013 

 
PRESIDENT Joyce Reilly  46511431 

V. PRESIDENT Tony Wolf  0466962867 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Toni Jones  0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO Robert Bee  46474335 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  4626 6961 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill  46484418 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Ronald Crawford  46477825 

   

HOSPITALITY Eileen McGregor,  

  and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

  Ken Starkey  46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

MEET AND GREET 
 

Friday, 5
th

 Apr 2013 -  Paul and Sharon Brett 

Friday,  3
rd

 May 2013 – Ron and Elaine Dean   

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the 

meeting room by 9.20am  

 

 

TO BE FINANCIAL, $40 MEMBERSHIP FEES 

MUST BE PAID BEFORE THE START OF THE 

NEXT MEETING ON 5
th

 APRIL 2013.  

 

 

 

The Narellan Probus 
Newsletter of the Combined Probus Club of Narellan Inc. 

Meeting: Ironbark Room, Narellan Library 10am 1st Friday of month 
Postal Address: P O Box 643 Narellan 2567 

www.narellancombinedprobus.org.au Email: Webmaster@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 
Volume 6  Number 9                     April  2013 

 

              

              

          

http://www.narellancombinedprobus.org.au/


GUEST SPEAKER:  Patrick Dodd from the State 

Library of NSW will talk about the Library’s history, 

the wonderful collections and treasures and the many 

other things we can all enjoy in this vibrant storehouse 

of our Australian culture. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours 

 
 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Lorraine Ball, Mary Clifton, John Ellis, Gloria 

Phillips, Eileen Sykes 

 

 

 

TOUR d’ARMIDALE 

 

Day 1 – Robert Keyworth 

 

Today a group of 48 happy travellers gathered at Mt 

Annan to begin our week away exploring the Armidale 

area.  Mostly from our club, but with a number of 

friends from Picton and Leumeah.  Again we were in 

the capable hands of Keith from Travelon who was to 

crack the whip over us for the trip.  With hindsight, 

writing this after our return on Thursday evening, he 

did an excellent job as usual. 

 

Leaving at 8.00am, the weather promising good things 

as we made our way up the M7 and Pennant Hills Rd 

and on to the Freeway towards Newcastle.  On the way 

the first minor change of plan occurred when it was 

decided that travelling as far as Raymond Terrace 

before the first "comfort stop" was a bit excessive and 

we pulled in at Ourimbah.  It was here that we 

encountered our first major drama - NO HOT 

WATER!!  so no morning tea. Unfortunately the on-

board water heating system had malfunctioned and the 

urn was still cold so we had to do what we stopped for 

in the first place and then continue till we found 

Hungry Jacks at Hexham, and all was well with the 

world once more, although the service there was 

considerably slower than that provided by Bob & 

Carol and their happy team of helpers.   

 

Suitably fed and watered we continued northward over 

the river and then turned left up Bucketts way towards 

Gloucester.  A very nice selection of home-made pies 

and pastries was provided for lunch at Hillview Herb 

Farm complemented by a variety of herbal teas and an 

explanation of which ailments could be helped by 

which.   

 

After lunch and some time to investigate the farm we 

continued on through Gloucester and Uralla following 

the hilly but very picturesque "Thunderbolts Way" 

arriving in Armidale at the Deerpark Motel at about 

6.30, just in time for dinner! 

 

Day 2 – Ken Starkey 

 

Keith had us all on the road by 9am heading south 

from Armidale to “Wild Rivers Country” and Dangar 

Falls. Unfortunately the falls was a trickle but the 

views of the gorge were spectacular.  After a cuppa we 

drove west as the crow flies over gravel roads and 

cattle grids to the quaint Virginia creeper covered Old 

English styled Gostwyck Chapel built in 1921. 

 

 
 

A short drive from the chapel took us to Uralla and our 

lunch stop at McCrossin’s Mill Museum and 

Thunderbolt Gallery. The Mill is a fine  example of a 

19
th
 Century Commercial Building housing -  a 

fascinating collection of items and information about 

the bushranger Thunderbolt as well as displays that 

reveal stories about the areas gold mining heyday and 

wool industry. Of particular interest was a very 

entertaining and amusing talk by Kent the museum 

curator about a series of nine magnificent Philip 

Pomroy paintings on display depicting the events 

leading up to and including the death of Frederick 

Ward alias Thunderbolt shot by Constable Walker near 

Uralla in 1870. 
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After lunch at the Mill we visited Saumarez 

Homestead, the thirty room two story Edwardian home 

of pioneer grazier F. J. White and his family, which 

has its original furnishings intact offering a remarkable 

and authentic glimpse of 19th Century life on the land. 

Our tour of the home, its magnificent gardens and old 

heritage farm buildings was a fitting conclusion to Day 

two of our New England holiday.  

 

Day 3 -  Glen Innes - Tony Wolf & Ali Dullard 

 

We left the motel at 8.30am, blue sky and sunshine. 

On the way to Glen Innes we picked up our guide, 

Dorothy, she is very knowledgeable about the New 

England District and told us all about the history of 

graziers and sheep farmers.  In the early days the New 

England Highway was called the Great Northern Road, 

which connected Sydney with the northwest of the 

state. 

 

Morning tea was served in the Childrens’ ward at the 

old hospital in Glen Innes, and afterwards we visited 

the “Land of the Beardies” in the old hospital complex, 

it was very interesting, you name it, it was there. 

 

At the Information Centre we picked up our next 

guide, Colin dressed in all his “Scottish” gear. He took 

us through the streets of Glen Innes with beautiful old 

buildings, well maintained glorious parks in autumn 

colours. 

 

Next stop was the park to see the “Standing Stones”, 

these were placed there by volunteers as a tribute to the 

Celtic people. Lunch was provided in a little restaurant 

in the park. Every one enjoyed lunch (and the men all 

liked the blonde waitress!). 

 

After reboarding the coach we dropped Colin back at 

the Information centre, we then had free time to look 

around the town before leaving with Dorothy back in 

the guides’ seat. We returned to Armidale via some of 

the back roads around Dorothy’s Farm with a photo 

stop in the little village of Ben Lomond where we saw 

the highest railway station in Australia we then 

dropped Dorothy off to collect her car. 

 

We arrived back at motel a bit tired but a whole lot 

wiser about the New England District.  

 

Day 4 -   Toni Jones 

 

After another great breakfast we picked up our local 

guide to take us for a look at the Bi-centennial Train 

Museum and a day in and around Armidale, looking at 

the beautiful historic buildings including the 

University of New England.  

 

After our morning tea we had a wonderful adventure in 

the “Fairy Shop”. The shop is owned and run by a 

really, truly “fairy”. It was then back on the coach, up 

the hill for lunch at Peterson’s winery. Lots of wine 

tasting, a walk around the lovely homestead, then back 

on the coach into Armidale for a “free” afternoon. 

Another fun filled and interesting day! 

 
 Day 5 – Clarice Stretch 

  
After a hearty breakfast we boarded our coach and set 

off to Inverell. On the way we stopped at the New 

England Woodturning Supplies where Rob gave a 

fascinating demonstration of didgeridoo playing, 

showing how the sound differs depending on the 

length and wood used to make each one. The show 

finished with a graceful finale as Peter’s chair sank 

slowly to the ground. Fortunately he wasn’t hurt.  

 

After some retail therapy in the gallery and morning 

tea we made our way to the interesting Inverell Pioneer 

Village which consists of original buildings 

transported here from the surrounding area, a Museum 

of Photography and an RSL Museum with artefacts 

from WW I, WWII etc.  After a light lunch prepared 

by the volunteers at the village we had a guided tour of 

Inverell and some free time in the city. Keith our coach 

driver then took us back to our motel in Armidale.  

 

 After dinner we were entertained by Peter (not our 

Peter!) and his guitar who played some of the oldies 

and goodies which we sang along to. Poor Edna 

missed a lot of the show as she tried to hide her red 

face in the corner because her mobile kept ringing. A 

great day in a very interesting city, well worth going 

back with more time to spend. 

 

Day 6 – Heading   Home –Marion Bee 

 

An early start saw us heading home after our sojourn 

in the Armidale region.  We travelled down the New 

England Highway towards our morning tea stop at 

Tamworth, noting the beautiful country scenery. 

Continuing along the New England Highway we 

passed through many small villages which had played 

significant parts in the early history of this part of the 

country. It was easy to imagine bushrangers roving the 

area looking for unsuspecting victims. Plenty of cattle, 

sheep and, in Scone, horses.  

 

After plenty of snoozes (fortunately not by Keith) we 

reached our lunch destination which was the 

Muswellbrook Workers Club. Then on through coal 

mine country into Singleton and down to our final 

comfort and ice cream stop before joining the 

afternoon traffic, which was not as bad as we had 

feared, to Narellan.    

 

We will miss having someone to plan our days, a 

chauffeur, a cook and a housekeeper but it will be 

good to get back to our own beds and the freedom to 

get up when we choose.    

 



Another great Narellan Probus holiday of talking, 

eating, drinking, eating, sightseeing, eating and loads 

of laughter comes to an end, but never fear Merimbula 

will be here before we know it. 

 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 
 

         Kookaburras by Francoise 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on 30
th
 April at Camden R.S.L 2.15pm 

for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person which 

includes bowls.   

 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

We enjoyed sharing what we had been reading 

individually at our last meeting.  We sure have a wide 

range of interests!  Our set book for next month’s 

discussion is “People of the Book” by Geraldine 

Brooks.  We are looking forward to that as some of us 

are familiar with other titles by her.  Next meeting will 

be April 15
th
 at 7.30pm. 

 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Cards will be on Friday, 26
th
 April.  7.00pm start at 

Jeanette Jackson’s home, 4 Giddings Link, Harrington 

Park.  Tel 46479986. 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

At our last meeting we completed three very different 

masculine cards and a pale blue female card.  We 

discovered that cutting small hexagons to size can be 

quite time consuming.  The only certainty about our 

next session is that it will be held on Tuesday, 9
th
 April 

– the content is still a mystery. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Our craft group will meet on Tuesday  2
nd

   and 16
th

 

April 2013. 

 

 Our craft is a fun and interesting group so if you are 

interested in learning how to crochet, knit etc… you 

are most welcome to join us or just come along and 

have a cuppa. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

This month we had a catch up at Barbara Wadson’s 

home, a walk around the village to see the other 

gardens then off to visit Norm and Gloria Meredith to 

see their salvia collection.  Beautiful! 

 

On Saturday, 13
th
 April, we are off to The Hawkesbury 

Race Club for the Collectors Plant Fair and on 

Saturday 27
th
 we are going to Peter Olde’s Grevillea 

Garden at Oakdale.  All welcome. 

Keep potting on 

 

Photography – Ken Starkey for Ros Hodgins 

After an informative workshop regarding motion and 

blur photos it was time to practice our new skills.  

 

At our March field day the Happy Snappers had an 

enjoyable afternoon and evening at Camden Show 

with many interesting and exciting photo opportunities 

of moving subjects available. 

 

 
 

 



For our next outing on Friday 12
th
 April we will do a 

self-guided Heritage Walking Tour of John Street 

Camden to photograph historic buildings. We will 

meet at the Camden Library in John Street at 10am. 

Happy Snapping 

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

 
 

Thirlmere Lakes Walk 

 

Saturday, 6
th

 April:  Private tour of the Archibalds at 

NSW Art Gallery, cost is $10 per person, will catch the 

train from Leumeah Station and walk to the Art 

Gallery.  Tour commences at 9.00am.  If there is track 

work on the rail line we will car pool on the day. 

 

Saturday, 13
th

 April: “Pictures in the Paddock” to be 

held at our place on Saturday evening, cost is $3.00 per 

person to cover the cost of dinner.  Commencing at 

6.30pm.  Dinner will be “Fill a Spud” and an ice cream 

for intermission.  Restricting it to 30 people, bring 

along a chair to sit on. 

 

Saturday, 2
nd

 May:  A 2-1/2 hour workshop to be 

held in Camden at “Just Beaded” shop, commencing at 

10.00am.  It is restricted to 14 people.  Cost is $35.00 

per person, both men and women are invited to attend.  

In the workshop we will make 3 pieces of jewellery, 

choose from a variety of stones etc.  Afterwards, for 

those who are interested, we can have lunch in 

Camden either at a pub or cafe. 

 

Thursday, 30
th

 May:  A conducted walk “Walk with 

Passion through Kings Cross” with historian Judith 

Nunn.  Cost is $12.00 per person.  On the day we will 

travel by train to Kings Cross Station where we will 

meet up with Judith.  Walk goes for 2-3 hours.  Hear 

about the sex industry, underworld figures, elegant 

homes of Woolloomooloo, terraced homes of the 

Victorian era.  Bring along lunch or we can stop in a 

local café. 

 

Thursday, 6
th

 June:  Anniversary Dinner to be held at 

the Catholic Club, Campbelltown in a private function 

room.  Doors open at 6.30pm, for a 7.15pm start.  A 

three course meal, tea/coffee to be served with 

birthday cake.  Entertainment on the evening.  Cost is 

$50.00 per head, to be paid no later than the May 

meeting to Treasurer, Toni Jones. 

 

Thursday, 13
th

 June:  Our walk will be “Whale 

Watching at Kurnell”, hopefully this walk will go 

ahead this year, was cancelled last year due to rain. 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting Sue and Ros shared their 

experiences of Floriade in the Netherlands and a river 

cruise in Europe from Amsterdam to Budapest.  

 

The excellent photos of Floriade gave us an insight 

into the various aspects of this international exhibition 

and the photos of the river cruise made us all wish to 

visit Europe yet again.  Thank you Ros and Sue. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 17
th
 April 

when Sharon and Paul will present photos of their 

experiences in Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg. 

 

In May Clarice and Fay, Mal and Kathy will share 

their experiences of Northern Australia. 

 

 

Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 
April 

John Williamson – Sat 6
th
 April 8 pm Campbelltown 

Catholic Club $45 Pay March 

 

One Man Two Guvnors – Wed 10
th
 April 1 pm 

Sydney Theatre Walsh Bay $80 Pay Feb 10 min/20 

booked/12 on list 8 spares. 

 

The Men in Black – (Roy Orbison & Johnny Cash) 

Sat 27
th
 April 8 pm Campbelltown Catholic Club $36 

Pay March 

 

May 

War Horse – Wed 1
st
 May 1 pm Lyric $80 (Full) 

 

Marina Prior & The Australian Tenors – Sat 11 

May 8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club $45 

 

June 

The Adams Family – Wed 5
th
 June 1 pm Capitol $70 

20 min/17 on list 3 spares 

 

Platters to Popera – Thur 27
th
 June 11am $15 Casula 

Powerhouse Free Morning Tea before show. 

 

 

 

July 



Hot Shoe Shuffle -  Wed 24
th
 July 1pm Lyric $71 Pay 

A.S.A.P. 

 

September 

The Wharf Revue – Wed 25
th
 Sept 2 pm  

Casula Powerhouse  $28 Pay March 

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

At our meeting on Friday, payment for following tours 

are due -  this month’s trip to HARS Albion Park and 

deposit for the South Coast trip in November. 

 

Also, for your consideration, the Lightning Ridge trip 

in April next year, I will require deposits at our 

September meeting for that trip. 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site: 

http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 
Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Fri 5 April 2013 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  3 May 2013

                           10.00am-12 Noon 

 
 

 

Wonderful English from around the World: 

 

In a Bangkok Temple: 

It is forbidden to enter a woman, even a foreigner, if 

dressed as a man. 

 

Cocktail Lounge, Norway: 

Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar. 

 

Doctor’s Office, Rome: 

Specialist in women and other diseases. 

 

On the main road to Mombasa, leaving Nairobi: 

Take notice:  When this sign is under water, this road 

is impassable. 

 

In a cemetery:   

Persons are prohibited from picking flowers from any 

but their own graves. 

 

Seen in an Abu Dhabie Souk shop window: 

If the front is closed please enter through my backside! 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR: 

 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

2013 

Apr   2 Craft with Mary 

Apr  5 General meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Apr 6 Archibalds at NSW Art Gallery 

Apr 6 Show: John Williamson C’town CC 8pm 

Apr  9 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 10 Show: One Man Two Guvnors Sydney Theatre 

Walsh Bay 1pm 

Apr 12 Photography with Ros: Excursion to Camden 

Apr 13 Gardeners to Collectors Plant Fair, 

Hawkesbury Race Club 

Apr 13 “Pictures in the Paddock” 6.30pm 

Apr 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Apr 16 Craft with Mary 

Apr 17 Travel Tales Park Central 7.30pm 

Apr 19 Tour: Albion Park Airport & Museum 

Apr 26 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 26 Cards Night at Harrington Park Casino 

Apr 27 Peter Olde’s Grevillea Garden, Oakdale 

Apr 27 Show: The Men in Black C’town CC 8pm 

Apr 30 Bowls Camden RSL 2.30pm 

May 1 Show: “War Horse” 1pm Lyric Theatre 

May 2 Workshop “Just Beaded”, Camden 10.00am 

May 3 General Meeting 10.00am Narellan Library 

May 7 Craft with Mary 

May 10 Photography with Ros: Excursion to Red Cow  

 Farm with the Gardeners 

May 11 Marina Prior & The Australian Tenors  

 Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm 

May 14 Card Making with Marion 

May 15 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

May 20 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

May 21 Craft with Mary 

May 24 Photography with Ros – Restoration & 

copying of old photos.  

May 30 “Walk with Passion through Kings Cross” 

with Judith Nunn 

May 31 Cards Night at Harrington Park Casino 

June 4 Craft with Mary 

June 5 The Adams Family 1pm Capitol Theatre 

June 6 Anniversary Dinner C’town C.C. 

June 7 General Meeting 10am Narellan Library 

June 11 Card Making with Marion 

June 13 Walk: Whale Watching at Kurnell 

June 14 Photography with Ros 

June 17 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

June 18 Craft with Mary 

June 19 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

June 21 Tour: Antique Mechanical Music 

June 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

June 27 Show: Platters to Popera, 11am Casula  

June 28 Gardening with Sue 

June 28 Cards Night at Harrington Park  Casino 

 

 


